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The Colfax Public Library Board April 21, 2026
Claudia Kressin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in person. 
Attendance 
Members present: Claudia Kressin, Nancy Baumgartner, Eve Suckow, Abbie Hartung, Melissa Seehaver, Jeannie Herrick, and Library Director Lisa Bragg-Hurlburt 
Non-members present: Julie Mitchell
Quorum: A quorum has been established. 
Open meeting law: We are in certification of compliance with the open meeting law.
Approval of Agenda 
Nancy Baumgartner made a motion to accept the agenda.  Eve Suckow seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved by the board. 
Approval of Minutes 
Eve Suckow made a motion to approve the minutes of March 2026.  Jeannie Herrick seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved by the Board. 
Approval of Bills 
Lisa Bragg-Hurlburt made a note that the Food Pantry grocery items were from donations, not from the library budget.
Eve Suckow made a motion to approve the bills for March 2026.  Jeannie Herrick seconded the approval.  Unanimously approved by the Board. 
Current Business 
Lisa Bragg-Hurlburt reported for the director’s report:
· Lisa attended the Public Library Association conference in Minneapolis on April 1-3.  Participation in these events helps maintain director’s certification, and the cost of attendance was covered through a scholarship from IFLS.  Receipts have been submitted for reimbursement.  Lisa gained some good ideas and feels enthusiastic about library work.
· The Colfax Public Library did not receive the Pilcrow grant this year.  Demand was high among rural libraries this year and we have gotten it the past three years in a row.  Altogether, we’ve received about $3,500 worth of children’s books from Pilcrow these past 3 years, so we’re OK with letting other libraries “have a turn”. 
· IFLS’s marketing director, Reb Kilde, is working with Jess and Lisa to design a professional logo for Colfax Public Library.  We’ll eventually use the logo on letterhead, business cards, social media, and more.
· Our temporary employee, Cindy, has started.  She’s here as part of a mentorship program through CVTC and her work is paid for through a program for displaced workers.  Cindy works 8 hours per week checking in books and shelving.
· Lisa has been invited to attend an all-day conference in May, hosted through UW-Madison.  The theme is “civic engagement”, and leaders throughout Dunn, Eau Claire, Chippewa, and St. Croix counties are being recruited to participate.  (Nice that libraries are recognized as leaders!)  Issues like civility, voting rights, and community-building will be discussed.
· Upcoming programming: special events include an ocean-themed Evening Story Time on April 30th, “The Bubbler” on May 21st, Artmobile (Pablo Center) on June 3rd, and a special craft hour making Kawaii chopstick rests with a “Chopstick Challenge” for kids.  (This is because Abbie introduced Lisa to Keiko Morikawa, Stout’s Japan Outreach Coordinator.  Thanks Abbie!)
· Keiko will also join us at the Fairgrounds when we have our big Summer Reading event on July 15th.  That day we are hosting Sustainable Safari, an animal rescue center that rehabilitates exotic baby animals.  Keiko will have four separate booths (we will provide her with four Colfax volunteers to assist).  The booths are: Water Balloon Fishing, Rubber Fish Scooping, Origami Craft Station, and Japanese Food Sampler.  We think Colfax families will love this.  We will also give away Children’s books and offer a dinosaur sand art craft.  We were hoping Jordan Herrick would do his hotdog stand again, but he is unavailable that date.
· The Barn Quilt class is May 30th.
· National Library Week is April 19-24 and we’re celebrating with a raffle.
Gary Stene was not present to report from the Village Board or County Board.
Melissa Seehaver reported from the schools that:
· Highway 40 construction has interrupted bus pick up/drop off.  Buses are picking students up from the other parking lot.
Nancy Baumgartner reported from the Elevator Project that:
· Nancy Baumgartner was sick, so was not present for the Elevator Project meeting, but reported from meeting minutes:
· $682.91 interest earned during March, $234,507.08 new total, $300 raised during open house, which went well.
· Julie and Mark sent paperwork to Cedar Corp and will pay $1,000 to pay for update the cost of the plans.  An inspection for structural integrity of the building will also take place.
· Groundwork completed for water proofing in the basement.
· Library Air Conditioning replaced.
· Thrift sale will take place again this summer, but it will only be one day.
Current Business:
· Harm reduction vending machine letter to the Village Board discussion:
· Discussed leaving in vote count from the Library Board.
· Discussed leaving out the sentence “Since the Colfax Municipal Building belongs to the Village of Colfax, the Village Board will ultimately have to make this decision.”
· Vote to send the letter to the Village Board with discussed corrections.  Eve Suckow made a motion.  Nancy Baumgartner seconded the motion.  
· Ayes: Abbie Hartung, Jeannie Herrick, Lisa Bragg-Hurlburt, Eve Suckow, Nancy Baumgartner.
· Nays: Melissa Seehaver and Claudia Kressin
· Members not present: Gary Stene
 Next Meeting: May 19, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. 
 Adjourn at 6:23 P.M. 
Eve Suckow made a motion to adjourn.  Jeannie Herrick seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved by the Board. 
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