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The Colfax Public Library Board March 17, 2026
Claudia Kressin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in person. 
Attendance 
Members present: Claudia Kressin, Nancy Baumgartner, Eve Suckow, Gary Stene, Abbie Hartung, Melissa Seehaver, and Library Director Lisa Bragg-Hurlburt 
Non-members present: None
Quorum: A quorum has been established. 
Open meeting law: We are in certification of compliance with the open meeting law.
Approval of Agenda 
Eve Suckow made a motion to accept the agenda.  Gary Stene seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved by the board. 
Approval of Minutes 
Abbie noted that she was not present at the February meeting, and that that should be amended on the February minutes.
Gary Stene made a motion to approve the minutes of February 2026 as corrected.  Eve Suckow seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved by the Board. 
Approval of Bills 
Lisa noted that the State Park Passes were on this month’s bills.  Clarification was made that the passes are not just for Devils Lake State Park, but for all the WI State Parks.
Nancy Baumgartner made a motion to approve the bills for February 2026.  Gary Stene seconded the approval.  Unanimously approved by the Board. 
Current Business 
Lisa Bragg-Hurlburt reported for the director’s report:
· We’ve been notified that we’ll receive two of the grants we applied for last month; $1,000 from the AnnMarie Foundation for a new set of 50 state books, and $2,500 from the Community Foundation of Dunn County to start a juvenile large print collection, expand our Vox talking book and audiobook collection, and restart our playaway collection.
· Thanks to a patron donation, we were able to start a Tonie box collection for children.  We now have a Tonie box and 12 Tonie figurines.  Each figurine tells a story when connected to a Tonie box.
· We received three large donations for our Little Free Pantry: one in the form of a large quantity of canned and boxed food, and two others in cash totaling $450.  I’ve ordered another $200 in Kyle’s gift cards and am periodically stocking the hallway freezer and fridge with eggs, hamburger, butter, cheese, and milk with the rest of the cash.
Julie plans to start a checking account for future cash donations for the pantry.
· Our librarian in training (who is part of a school and workforce program) is starting March 30.
· This weekend’s Open House for the building was a success.  About 50 people attended, $300 was donated for the Elevator, and we had a good time.  Julie had her office open the whole four hours, and Bill had the Police Station open four hours as well.
· Groundworks has started work in the basement.  They are adding drainage and sump pumps along the indoor perimeter of the basement.
· Cedar Corps has been given the go-ahead to revise our project cost estimate.  The Village Board votes to move forward on the revised estimate by approving use of $1,000 worth of Elevator Fund interest.
Gary Stene reported from the Village Board:
· Highway 40 Project:
· Begins Monday, March 30.
· Project open meeting: 10am Friday, March 20, Colfax Townhall
· Closed for a week during railroad construction.
· Construction is expected to be completed by early October.
· Various local bridge construction will also be starting soon.
Gary Stene reported from the County Board:
· Working through putting new budget system into place.
· County Sherrif entered an agreement with I.C.E. that anyone they arrested that was in the country illegally would be held for an additional two days to be turned over to I.C.E.  There is a lawsuit that was brought against this contract stating that the Sherrif does not have the authority to enter into this type of agreement.  The county will be discussing further at their next meeting.
Melissa Seehaver reported from the schools that:
· New superintendent hired.
· Musical was this past weekend.
· One School, One Read event 66 kids attended.  About 100 kids attended events throughout the month.
· Celebrated Read Across America week.  Double the minutes spent reading logged during that week!
Nancy Baumgartner reported from the Elevator Project that:
· No elevator meeting since last month due to open house. 
Current Business:
· Harm reduction vending machine discussion:
· Lisa expressed support for the vending machine as a means of removing barriers, especially for low-income community members being that there is no pharmacy in the village anymore.
· Claudia expressed concern that the vending machine would be unsupervised and children could take materials without an adult knowing.  Melissa seconded this.
· Gary suggested writing a comprehensive letter to the village with our support and concerns.
· Abbie stated that during a recent trip to the CVS in Menomonie that Plan B is behind a locked box and costs $50, and that that is a huge barrier to people.
· Lisa stated that we are weighing the potential that some kids might use items from the vending machine inappropriately versus the potential to save lives and increase access to items like COVID tests and menstrual products that we don’t consistently have available in the Free Pantry.  Nancy seconded.
· Gary Stene made a motion to have Lisa write a letter of support summarizing our support and concerns.  Eve Suckow seconded.  Motion passed, divided:
· Ayes: Lisa, Gary, Nancy, Eve, & Abbie.
· Nays: Claudia & Melissa.
 Next Meeting: April 21, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. 
 Adjourn at 6:45 P.M. 
Gary Stene made a motion to adjourn.  Eve Suckow seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved by the Board. 
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